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1. Alphabet - TUHTST

Sanskrit alphabet is classified into four groups. They are:

1. T -  Vowels
2. SFAIA — Consonants
3. %d(gctd-cﬂ%d«lll’-\-l — Consonants with vowels

4. HIFA-TFAT

Conjunct consonants

®
1.1 &0 — Vowels

There are 13 vowels in the Sanskrit language. They are:

NN DN

A WMITEISRE T QU A A
There are two more letters (1) Anusvara represented by a ‘dot” (-) and

(2) Visarga represented by two “vertical dots’ (:). Example: 3 and 3:.

1.2 S — Consonants

There are 33 consonants categorized into 8 groups.
- % group

- o group

< group

- d group

A A
|

- 9 group

U e g

— semi-vowels

— sibilants

A4 A L8 6 4
A

A A AL S

- aspirate

Note: Those students who are new to the Devanagari script for writing Sanskrit may refer to
the “ Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation” that has been provided with this lesson.
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Almost all the consonants drop their ‘vertical line” and the ‘slanting line” that
are below them to form half consonants. Note that their pronunciation does

not change due to this modification.

1. % = 4 18. < = -
2. 9 = E 19. ¥ = >
3. I = 7 20. = =
4. Y = S 21. 9 = T
5. S = - 2. H| = g
6. 9. = T 23. = c
7. & = - 24. ¥, = ¥
8. Sl = T 25. H = T
9. &l = =S 26. 9 = T
10. S = s 27. = <
11. & = - 28. A = T
12. @ = - 29. d_ = <
13. § = - 30. 3 = ?
4. @ = - 31. Y = B
15. UL = u 32. H = S
16. d_ = c 33. & = -
17. ¥ = 2

Observe that some consonants do not have any vertical lines in them and

therefore do not change. For example: & & % and §_.
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1.3. TRGAA-TF — Consonants United with Vowels

The consonants that are combined with vowels are called ‘svarayukta-

vyafijanani’.
% + 3 = %
% + AT = <l
® + 3 = &
F + § = @&
T o+ ¥ = F
% + N = %
% + x = E)
T+ R = F
% + % = &
-
% + q = <
= Q
% + q = £
% + M = &l
QA S
% + AN = <l

With anusvara (=) and visarga (), the forms are:

F

4.
I

% +

LN

) + 3 = &

<



EHICH
X

q | =
S | S

-vyanjanani.

ST
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d g T g gwme T oA dq

"1.

¢

FH

[

AW 3 3 I S E R T U

[

2l a R A gz zm T 2
g 3 & B ¥ g 3 3 3@

g s w R I g g gwmeT ¥ AL e

Q

This chart gives you an overall view of all the svarayukta
9 9 =W BS99 9=
SUECHES I U U T 1 A A
COEIEAREIE IS (S I A

%

O 9 9 9w

o

o | o o for) of



5 5 |5 R F B R F E]F K Bl R OBFE W
CoOE I P R R e e | B o T || W
G L O R - = - S = R R - R~ - Rt A ™
Bk E NEFE R FERF T FE EF 5 e E & E W
A Y P U P = = - S S I S I A - T A
4T |y AT P =2 I - - - 4 p A A R A . = A
PR E B R EE SR e B E BB K| &
e R R - I I - S =~
B o | > SRR - S - Pl e R | W
A A A A A A T N A A
P o | v | 5| B9 B | B | B P | | P o || W
‘v (g |F G (BT F E F F | F F | & B R T T W
ot @ (N E I EE ' E E & & & E e &
5 R F & F F || F F|F F F| F|F EFlF F F E| W
5 It |® | v |5 T (a0~ - S = S = o [~ h | o | | B he/

| » | | 5| ST - - 4 A AN A - hef
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1.4. QFd-=9ZHMA — Conjunct Consonants
A conjunct consonant is formed when two or more consonants are joined
together. For ease of reading we have presented the second consonant with

the vowel 2.

. & + & = @*h 8.9 + 9 = =9
2 % 4+ d = & 9.9 + A = =H
3. &% + d = & 209 + I = =H
4. % + ®H = W 2.5 + S = S
5 % + I = 2.5 + 9 =
6. & + & = 9 2.8 + 4 = ¥
7% + T = = 24.%] + ¥ = 59
8 € + I = @ 25.% + 94 = &
9. I + W = 7 2.8, + I = @
0. 9L, + ¥ = ¥ 2728, + 4 = &
1. 3 + 9 = 34 2.9 + € = W
122 9 + H = H 2.9 + & = U
13. 9 + 3 = 9 30,9 + € = U
4. 39 + & = T3 3.9 + © = Ug
5. + F§ = 79 3.0 + U = T
6. 4 + 9 = =1 339 + ®H = UH
7. 9. + 9 = = 3.9 + ¥ = U
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35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.

ALAL AL AL AL AL GG S S A8 S A Al Al Al Al AL AL g

9 94 4 g N A o 9 H A ¥ 49 A H 9o 9 H 49 A g 4o

4 ¥4 Y ¥ 3 ¥ 7

g9 A

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

BB/ A m H H H g H s A A el ] A ,a ,d a4

H a9 4 9 3 49 44 &£ <2 49 A 49 g AN 49 4949 4 3 o A A4
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77. &%+ T = A 9.9 + 9 =
78. & + & = T3 2.9 4+ H = T
79. @ + 9 = od 93.§, + 9 = ¥
80. 4. + ¥ = «H 4.9 + T = ©
81. A + T = 39 9%5. 9 + & = &
82 A + A = = 9.9 + @ = €&
83. L + ®H = TH 97. 9, + d = ¥&d
84. Y + I = ¥ 98.9 + ¥ = ¥
85. A + T = T 9.9 + 9 = ™
8. Y + & = & 1009, + % = €%
87. . + & = ©h 1019 + # = ¥
8. L + ¢ = w 1028 + I3 = @&
89. 4 + & = T 1039, + 9 = &
90. 9§ + U = ¥

®
When {_precedes any consonant, the symbol (*) is used above the succeeding
consonant.
104 + & = @& 107. ¢, + 9 = =
105. ¢, + W = 9 108. L, + & = &
106. L, + ® = H 109.{, + ® = 4
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When T follows a consonant it is represented with a slanting line below the

preceding consonant.

110. & + T = =& 117. 4 + T = o
1. 9 + ¥ = @ 118. I, + ¥ = ¥
1m2. 3 + ¥ = T 119. 9. + ¥ = ¥#
113. § + T = A 120. 4 + T = 9
114. 9 + T = & 2. 3 + T = A
115. ¢ + ¥ = 7 122. 4 + € = ¥
116. 9 + T = ¥ 123. &8 + ¥ = §

When certain consonants combine with ¥, the T sound is represented by the

symbol ( , ) written below the consonant.

24 § + T = 3 127. § + T = §
125. &+ ¥ = % 2. 3+ U = g
2. § + T = 3

Some more conjunct consonants:

129. %F + A = & [1349 + A = #
130. § + A9 = @& 1354 + A9 = @
131 9 + 9 = H 3.9 + 9 = H
132. g + 9 = H 137.4, + 49 = H
133. 4 + 9 = @ 138., + 9 = #
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Note the following conjunct consonants. Their forms make them unique.

177.

178.

%

4

+ ¥
+ X

&
T

179.

S + S

B

Given below are a few conjunct consonants that are formed by the combination

of three consonants.

180.

181.

182.

183.

184.

185.

186.

187.

188.

189.

190.

191.

192.

193.

I R R

p

AA A A 4

+

+

Al

AoA A M B s E A A a

+

+

4 a &8 o o4 H g <o

o 9 o M

~

g
|
H
&
&
g

<Fd

[

g

194.

195.

196.

197.

198.

199.

200.

201.

202.

203.

204.

205.

206.

207.

MM A A A A A A A A A Al Al Al

R C R I I T RTINS R R R R

+

8 9 o o o A 4

A

|
- E9
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208. AL
209.

210. Y
211. §

Word Formation

Y 0 N o Aol DN
§43944%4 4

T g S g
S Uk W = O

MM N

q = =Y | 212.
q = & 213.
T =9 204
4 = ¥ 215.
®
Teacher 18.
Rama 19.
Hari 20.
God 21.
Man 22.
Sage 23.
Story 24.
River 25.
Creeper 26.
Shade 27.
Father 28.
Rich Man 29.
Charioteer 30.
Ocean 31.
Servant 32.
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9 + T + U =
9 + d + 94 = &
9 + d + ¥ = ¥
g + d + 9 = &d
TR - Date
EAEKI| - Poem

qH — Forest
Eﬁ?ﬁ[\ - Seed

eH — House
3 - Horse
IH: — Practice
EdFH: - Pillar

%‘ﬁi - Ear

ferek - Poor

IeH_ — Food

q: — Bee

3g: — Camel
3133“8: — Thumb
aﬁw - Play ground



