
Sanskrit alphabet is classified into four groups. They are:

1. Svra> – Vowels

2. VyÃnain – Consonants

3. SvryuKt-VyÃnain – Consonants with vowels

4. s<yuKt-VyÃnain – Conjunct consonants

�

1.1 Svra>  – Vowels

There are 13 vowels in the Sanskrit language. They are:

A  Aa  #  $  %  ^  \  §  ¤  @  @e  Aae  AaE
There are two more letters (1) Anusvära represented by a ‘dot’ (

  

) and

(2) Visarga represented by two ‘vertical dots’ (>). Example: A<  and A> .

1.2 VyÃnain  – Consonants

There are 33 consonants categorized into 8 groups.

kœ o! g! "! 'œ  – k  group

c! Dœ j! H! |!  – c  group

qœ Qœ fœ Fœ [!  – q  group
t! w! dœ x! n!  – t  group

p! )œ b! É! m!  – p  group

y! r! l! v!  – semi-vowels

z! ;! s!  – sibilants

hœ  – aspirate

.
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E A S Y  S A N S K R I T  C O U R S E

 1. Alphabet –
 v[Rmala

Note: Those students who are new to the Devanägaré script for writing Sanskrit may refer to

the ‘ Key to Transliteration and Pronunciation’ that has been provided with this lesson.
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Almost all the consonants drop their ‘vertical line’ and the ‘slanting line’ that

are below them to form half consonants. Note that their pronunciation does

not change due to this modification.

1. kœ = K

2. o! = O

3. g! = G

4. "! = ¸

5. '! = -

6. c! = C

7. D! = -

8. j! = J

9. H! = H

10. |! = Á

11. q! = -

12. Q! = -

13. f! = -

14. F! = -

15. [! = {

16. t! = T

17. w! = W

18. d! = -

19. x! = X

20. n! = N

21. p! = P

22. )! = á

23. b! = B

24. É! = _

25. m! = M

26. y! = Y

27. r! =  R
28. l! = L

29. v! = V

30. z! = Z

31. ;! = :

32. s! = S

33. h! = -

Observe that some consonants do not have any vertical lines in them and

therefore do not change. For example:  q!  Q!  F! and d! .

œ
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1.3. SvryuKt-VyÃnain – Consonants United with Vowels

The consonants that are combined with vowels are called ‘svarayukta-

vyaïjanäni’.

kœ + A = k

kœ + Aa = ka

kœ + # = ik

kœ + $ = kI

kœ + % = k…

kœ + ^ = kª

kœ + \ = k«

kœ + § = k©

kœ + ¤ = „

kœ + @ = k e

kœ + @e = kE

kœ + Aae = kae

kœ + AaE = kaE

With anusvära (  ) and  visarga (> ), the forms are:

kœ + A< = k <

kœ + A> = k>

�

.
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This chart gives you an overall view of all the svarayukta-vyaïjanäni.

A Aa  # $ % ^ \ § ¤ @ @e Aae AaE A< A>

k! k ka ik kI k…  kª k« k© ke kE kae kaE k  < k>

o! o oa io oI ou   oU o&  ö oe oE oae oaE o< o>

g! g ga ig gI gu   gU g& g̈ ge gE gae gaE g< g>

"! " "a i" "I "u   "U "& "̈ "e "E "ae "aE "< ">

'! ' 'a i' 'I 'u    'U '& '̈ 'e 'E 'ae 'aE '< '>

c! c ca ic cI cu cU c& c̈ ce cE cae caE c< c>

D! D Da iD DI Du DU D& D̈ De DE Dae DaE D< D>

j! j ja ij jI ju jU j& j¨ je jE jae jaE j< j>

H! H Ha iH HI Hu HU H& Ḧ He HE Hae HaE H< H>

|! | |a i| |I |u |U |& |̈ |e |E |ae |aE |< |>

q! q qa iq qI qu qU q& q̈ qe qE qae qaE q< q>

Q! Q Qa iQ QI Qu QU Q& Q̈ Qe QE Qae QaE Q< Q>

f! f fa if fI fu fU f& f̈ fe fE fae faE f< f>

F! F Fa iF FI Fu FU F« F̈ Fe FE Fae FaE F< F>

[! [ [a i[ [I [u [U [& [¨ [e [E [ae [aE [< [>

K¤

O¤

G¤

¸¤

C¤

Dœ¤

J¤

Á¤

q!¤

Q!¤

f!¤

F!¤

{¤

#¤

'œ¤
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t! t ta it tI tu tU t& ẗ te tE tae taE t< t>

w! w wa iw wI wu wU w& ẅ we wE wae waE w< w>

d! d da id dI Ê Ë d& d¨ de dE dae daE d< d>

x! x xa ix xI xu xU x& ẍ xe xE xae xaE x< x>

n! n na in nI nu nU n& n̈ ne nE nae naE n< n>

p! p pa ip pI pu pU p& p¨ pe pE pae paE p< p>

)! ) )a i) )I )… )ª )« )© )e )E )ae )aE )< )>

b! b ba ib bI bu bU b& b̈ be bE bae baE b< b>

É! É Éa iÉ ÉI Éu ÉU É& É̈ Ée ÉE Éae ÉaE É< É>

m! m ma im mI mu mU m& m̈ me mE mae maE m< m>

y! y ya iy yI yu yU y& ÿ ye yE yae yaE y< y>

r! r ra ir rI é ê r& r¨ re rE rae raE r< r>

l! l la il lI lu lU l& l¨ le lE lae laE l< l>

v! v va iv vI vu vU v& v ¨ v e v E vae vaE v < v>

z! z za iz zI zu zU z& z̈ ze zE zae zaE z< z>

;! ; ;a i; ;I ;u ;U ;& ;̈ ;e ;E ;ae ;aE ;< ;>

s! s sa is sI su sU s& s̈ se sE sae saE s<  s>

h! h ha ih hI  hu  hU  he   hE   hae  haE  h<  h>

A   Aa # $ % ^ \ § ¤ @ @e Aae AaE A< A>

ù h¨

 T¤

 W¤

d!¤

X¤

N¤

P¤

á¤

B¤

_¤

M¤

Y¤

 R¤

L¤

V¤

Z¤

:¤

S¤

h!¤
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1. kœ  + k = Kk

2. kœ  + t = Kt

3. kœ + n = Kn

4. kœ + m = Km

5. kœ + y = Ky

6. kœ + l = Kl

7. kœ + v = Kv

8. o! + y = Oy

9. g! + [ = G[

10. g! + x = Gx

11. g! + n = Gn

12. g! + m = Gm

13. g! + y = Gy

14. g! + l = Gl

15. g! + v = Gv

16. "! + n = ¸n

17. c! + c = Cc

18. c! + D = CD

19. c! + m = Cm

20. c! + y = Cy

21. j! + j = Jj

22. j! + v = Jv

23. j! + y = Jy

24. |! + D = ÁD

25. Q!! + y = Q(

26. f!! + y = f!y

27. F!! + y = F!y

28. [!! + q = {q

29. [!! + Q = {Q

30. [!! + f = {f

31. [!! + F = {F

32. [!! + [ = {[

33. [! + m = {m

34. [!! + y = {y

1.4. s<yuKt-VyÃnain – Conjunct Consonants

A conjunct consonant is formed when two or more consonants are joined

together. For ease of reading we have presented the second consonant with

the vowel A.
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35. [!! + v = {v

36. t!! + w = Tw

37. t!! + n = Tn

38. t!! + p = Tp

39. t!! + m = Tm

40. t!! + y = Ty

41. t!! + v = Tv

42. t!! + s = Ts

43. w!! + n = Wn

44. w!! + y = Wy

45. d!! + É = d!É

46. x!! + n = Xn

47. x!! + m = Xm

48. x!! + y = Xy

49. x!! + v = Xv

50. n!! + t = Nt

51. n!! + d = Nd

52. n!! + x = Nx

53. n!! + m = Nm

54. n!! + y = Ny

55. n!! + v = Nv

56. p!! + t = Pt

57. p!! + n = Pn

58. p!! + y = Py

59. p!! + l = Pl

60. p!! + s = Ps

61. )œ + y = áy

62. b!! + j = Bj

63. b!! + d = Bd

64. b!! + x = Bx

65. É!! + y = _y

66. m!! + n = Mn

67. m!! + p = Mp

68. m!! + b = Mb

69. m!! + É = MÉ

70. m!! + m = Mm

71. m!! + y = My

72. m!! + l = Ml

73. y!! + y = Yy

74. l!! + k = Lk

75. l!! + p = Lp

76. l!! + m = Lm
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77. l!! + y = Ly

78. l!! + l = Ll

79. l!! + v = Lv

80. v!! + y = Vy

81. z!! + c = Zc

82. z!! + n = Zn

83. z!! + m = Zm

84. z!! + y = Zy

85. z!! + v = Zv

86. z!! + l = Zl

87. ;!! + k = :k

88. ;!! + q = :q

89. ;!! + Q = :Q

90. ;!! + [ = :[

91. ;!! + p = :p

92. ;!! + m = :m

93. ;!! + y = :y

94. ;!! + v = :v

95. s!! + k = Sk

96. s!! + o = So

97. s!! + t = St

98. s!! + w = Sw

99. s!! + p = Sp

100.s!! + ) = S)

101.s!! + m = Sm

102.s!! + y = Sy

103.s!! + v = Sv

�

When r!  precedes any consonant, the symbol ( R ) is used above the succeeding

consonant.

104. r!! + k = k›

105. r!! + g = gR

106. r!! + " = "R

107. r!! + c = cR

108. r!! + j = jR

109. r!! + m = mR
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110. kœ + r = ³

111. o! + r = μ

112. g! + r = ¢

113. "! + r = º

114. j! + r = ¿

115. d!! + r = Ô

116. p!! + r = à

117. b!! + r = ä

118. É!! + r = æ

119. m!! + r = è

120. v!! + r = ì

121. z!! + r = ï

122. s!! + r = ö

123. h!! + r = ÿ

124. D!! + r = D+

125. q!! + r = q+

126. Q!! + r = Q+

Some more conjunct consonants:

When r follows a consonant it is represented with a slanting line below the

preceding consonant.

127. f!! + r = f+

128. F!! + r = F+

134. x!! + n = ×

135. n!! + n = Ú

136. p!! + n = ß

137. b!! + n = ã

138. É!! + n = å

When certain consonants combine with r, the r sound is represented by the

symbol (  + ) written below the consonant.

129.  kœ    + n = ²

130.  o!    + n = On

131.  g! + n = ¶

132.  + n = ¹

133.  t!! + n = Æ
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139. m!! + n = ç

140. v!! + n = ë

141. z!! + n = î

142. s!! + n = õ

143. h!! + n = û

144. kœ + l = ¬

145. '! + k = »

146. '! + o = Œ

147. '! + g = ¼

148. c! + c = ½

149. j! + j = ¾

150. |! + c = Â

151. |! + j = Ã

152. q!! + q = ”

153. Q!! + y = Q(

154. f!! + y = f(

155.   F!! + y = F(

156.   t!! + t = Ä

157.    d!! + g = Ì

158. d!! + d = Î

159. d!! + x = ˜

160. d!! + É = Ñ

161. d!! + m = Ò

162. d!! + y = *

163. d! + v = Ö

164. d!! + b = Ó

165. p!! + t = Ý

166. l!! + l = ‘

167. z!! + c = í

168. z!! + l = ð

169. z!! + v = ñ

170. ;!! + q = ò

171. ;!! + Q = ó

172. h!! + [ = Ÿ

173. h!! + m = ü

174. h!! + y = ý

175. h!! + l = ’

176. h!! + v = þ
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180. kœ + t! + v = KTv

181. kœ + ;! + [ = ú[

182. kœ + ;! + m = úm

183. kœ + ;! + y = úy

184. kœ + ;! + v = úv

185. g! + É! + y = G_y

186. '! + kœ + t = '!Kt

187. '! + "! + y = '!¸y

188. c! + D! + r =

189. c! + D! + v = CD!v

190. [! + q! + y = {q!y

191. t!! + t! + v = Åv

192. t!! + p! + r = Tà

193. t!! + m! +  y =  TMy

177. kœ + ; = ]

178. t!! + r = Ç

Note the following conjunct consonants. Their forms make them unique.

Given below are a few conjunct consonants that are formed by the combination

of three consonants.

179. j!  + | = }

 194.  t!!  +    r!   +   y     =  Èy

195. t!! + s! + n = Tõ

196. t!! + s! + y = TSy

197. d! + x! + v = d!Xv

198. d!! + É! + y = Ñ(

199. d!! + r! + y = Õ

200. n!! + t! + y = NTy

201. n!! + t! + r = NÇ

202. n!! + d! + y = N*

203. n!! + d! + r = NÔ

204. n!! + x! + r = NØ

205. m!! + p! + r = Mà

206. r!! + g! + y = GyR

207. r!! + "! + y = ¸yR

CD  +
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208. z!! + c! + y = ZCy

209. ;! + q! + y = ò(

210. ;!! + q! + r = ò+

211. ;!! + q! + v = ò!v

212. ;!! + p! + r = :à

213. s!! + t! + y = STy

214. s!! + t! + r = ô

215. s!! + t! + v = STv

1.  gué> – Teacher

2.  ram> – Räma

3.  hir> – Hari

4.  dev> – God

5.  nr> – Man

6.  muin> – Sage

7.  kwa – Story

8.  ndI – River

9.  lta – Creeper

10. Daya – Shade

11. jnk> – Father

13. xink> – Rich Man

14. sariw> – Charioteer

15. sagr> – Ocean

16. sevk> – Servant

Word Formation

18.  tairka – Date

19.  kivta – Poem

20.  vnm! – Forest

21.  bIjm! – Seed

22.  g&hm! – House

23.  Añ> – Horse

24.  A_yas> – Practice

25.  StMÉ> – Pillar

26.  k[R> – Ear

27.  inxRn> – Poor

28.  AÚm! – Food

29.  É&¼> – Bee

30.  %ò+> – Camel

31.  A¼‚ó> – Thumb

32.  ³Ifa¼[m!  – Play ground

�


